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VCH would not exist without 
the commitment and support 
of VCH Board of Directors and 
our funders
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of directors that served the organisation in 
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Dr Mayank Bhalla 

Ebony Skerritt (resigned 11 November 2009)

2010)

FUNDERS

T

CONTENTS:

Page 2: 
Trustees & Funders 
Information  

Page 3: 
VCH vision & mission, 
message from VCH manager 
and chair of board

Page 4: 
VCH Team

Page 5: 
Who’s Who

Page 6: 
VCH Launch

Page 7: 
Pathways Project &
In Shape Volunteering

Page 8: 
ICT Project, Props & 
Best Practice Project

Page 9: 
Ex Offenders and Youth 
Volunteering Project

Page 10:
Statement of Financial 
Activities

Page 11: 
Balance Sheet & auditors 
Notes

Page 2

Some of the VCH Team



Volunteer Centre Hackney 
(VCH) is an infrastructure 

organisation with focus 
on volunteering. As the 

volunteer centre  in 
Hackney, VCH carries 

out the core functions of 
infrastructure support 

as defined by Volunteering 
England. We provide a 
central access point 
for people to find out 

about local volunteering 
opportunities and we offer 
support in helping to make 
the local voluntary sector 

more effective, through 
supporting organisations to 
set up and manage effective 

volunteer management 
programmes.

VCH’s VISION

To make Hackney a place of 
understanding and mutual 
respect where the culture 
of volunteering makes a 
positive impact

VCH’s MISSION 
STATEMENT

Volunteer Centre Hackney 
serves to sustain a dynamic 
volunteering infrastructure 
in Hackney by promoting;

Best Practice
Partnership working
Diversity  and equality 
with opportunity for all

MESSAGE FROM

 VCH Managing Director Bisi Ojuri
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8,350 the number of 

volunteers who in the past 

7 years have registered 

and been referred for 

volunteering by VCH and 

3,013 of these were 

aged under 25  

1,264 volunteers 

were registered and 

referred during 2009-10, 

and 213 volunteers 

came along for a second 

interview often to find an 

additional placement and 

177 of these were 

successfully placed. 

We successfully ran 11 
courses, involving 92 

a"endees from 74 

different organisations 

In the last year 177 

Hackney organisations 

advertised  127 
volunteering opportunities 

through VCH.

VCH TEAM

Will Willock  

Millie Brown 

Yvonne Farrell

Paticia Davies

Conrad Edwards

Maria Hovi

Sam Bedford
Navina Boodhoo
Katie Fillingham

Martha Boadi
Steven Champion

Page 4

VCH Current And Past Volunteers
O

The 

Why I Volunteered 
for VCH
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So who’s who?

Bisi Ojuri – 

Managing Director 

Tanya Turner - 

Quality and 

Development Manager 

Celosia Mendes 

– PROPS Project 

Manager 

Laura Volpe – 

Volunteer Referal 

Assistant 

Patricia Davies – 

Volunteer Refferal 

Assistant 

Alan Rees - 

Volunteer Referral 

Assistant

Gloria Burke - 

Volunteer Referral 

Assistant

Nike Malomo - Murani - Volunteer 

ICT Support

Trish Disbrey - 

Volunteer Service Co-

ordinator

Ana Sanchez - 

Volunteer Receptionist

Rachael Busingye - 

Employment Advice 

Will Willock - 

Volunteer Referral 

Assistant

Janice Ferris - 

Volunteering and 

Outreach Coordinator



VCH has over 350 

registered organisations.  
75 of these 

organisations registered 

last year.

This year we held 4  

volunteer managers 

forums, with a"endance 

ranging from 6 - 10.

Last year we set the 

massive target of 

ge"ing 80 new youth 

volunteers registered. 

By year end this figure 

topped 118 new 

recruits!

In 2008, 22% 

of Hackney’s adult 

population was regular 

volunteers.  (The London 

average of 20%, although 

slightly below the national 

average of 23%)  Working 

with partners, we are 

aiming to increase the 

level of volunteering in 

Hackney by 4% by 

2012 to 26%.
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was miserable, the atmosphere inside 

We were also pleased to have in 

has and is making in the 

speeches were made by 
Charlie Forman, director 

We also had three heart 

One of the highlights of the day was 

forward to many more great years of 

OUR LAUNCH



SUPPORTED VOLUNTEERING
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develop soft skills/work related skills whilst on 

and preparing for and 

invited to start the placement 

Employability Pathways Project

prove the health and wellbeing of people in this 

nities for their staff members taking part in their 

which was attended by over 80 people, both 

In Shape Volunteering
 

Rachael Busingye - 

Employment Advice 
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The PROPS Mental Health project started 
last year and has really worked well.  This 
programme so far has offered support and help 
to people with severe and enduring as well as 
mild and moderate mental health issues.  We 
have aimed to bridge the gap between such 
people and the wider community by securing 
voluntary placements for our clients as well as 
educating employers regarding the stigmas that 
surround mental health.

It has enabled service users and local 
community/voluntary organisations to recognise   
and make use of the valuable skills and 

abilities that people with mental health issues have to offer the community. 
Volunteers have been able to improve their self-esteem and skills and been 
able to contribute to their community; this gives them the opportunity to 
value themselves more highly through their work and contributions.  

‘Talking to someone at VCH made me feel more worthwhile than I did after 
hours of counselling’ Kim Parker

The aim of the project is to promote, support, train and offer advice on 
volunteering for people with mental health issues in Hackney.  This has 
been achieved in the past year through constructive partnership with various 
bodies in Hackney.  We have proven to be a pivotal point of reference for 
many mental health based organisations and have forged strong links with 
them.  VCH looks forward to strengthening and developing the project in the 

upcoming second year.

I CT PROJECT
East London
 Sub-region
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Celosia Mendes – PROPS 

Project Manager

 PROPS - Mental Health Project funded by Hackney PCT

Best Practice Project 
Support to Volunteer Involving Organisations
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PROPS - Ex-Offenders Project funded byLloyds TSB

and mentoring will improve their chances in 

me a placement, they took me to the interview 

Morrison

therefore to integrate them back into their 

Youth Volunteering - funded by BBC Children in Need

   year, we set a massive goal of getting 80 new 
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Incoming  resources
Incoming  resources  from  
generated  funds:

  

Incoming  resources  from  

Total  incoming  resources

Resources  expended

Total  resources  expended

Net  (resources  expended)/  
incoming  resources 222

Total  Funds  at  1  April  2009

Total  Funds  at  31  March  2010

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
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2010
(£)

2009
(£)

Fixed  Assets

Current  Assets

Creditors

Net  Current  Asset

Total  Assets  Less  Current  

Funds

Total  Funds

BALANCE SHEET at 31 March 2010

Auditors  Note

2010.  
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Auditors: Moore Stephens LLP, 57 London Road, En!eld, Middlesex, EN2 6SW

Bankers: HSBC, 283 Mare Street, London E8 1PJ
       CAF Bank, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, 
       Kent, ME19 4JQ

Secretary: Olabisi Ojuri (Company Secretary)

Principle O"cer: Olabisi Ojuri (Managing Director)

Registered Charity no. 1068104.
Company Limited by Guarantee registered in England no. 3357999

Registered company / charity name: Volunteer Centre Hackney
Registered O"ce: 5 Tyssen Street, Dalston Lane, E8 2LY

Phone: 020 7241 4443
E-mail:  info@vchackney.org

 Website: www.vchackney.org  


